FROM    SEA    TO    SKY

the Fleet Air Arm and the Admiralty wanted their portion of the
R.A.F. returned to them. The Balfour Committee consisting of
Lord Balfour, Lord Weir and Lord Peel, recommended that there
should be no split in the R.A.F., but that the Admiralty should be
granted certain concessions in the matter of approving appoint-
ments and in other minor respects.

Towards the end of the summer there were signs of trouble
with the tribes south of Nasiryeh. It was brought to a head when
a local sheikh in that district decided, on his own, to levy taxes
from travellers between the two holy cities of Najef and Kerbala.
He got thoroughly frightened on the arrival of an armoured car
section accompanied by a squadron of aircraft in the air, ready
to take instant action. He came in quietly, handed over his money
and apologized. A bloodless victory through very prompt action,
and a valuable lesson,

During one of my flying visits to KIrkuk I motored out to see
the most extraordinary phenomena In the shape of a ring of flame
coming out of the rocky ground: small holes like gas jets In the
soil, each with an Intermittent flame coming from it. One could
stamp them out, but after a few seconds they would light up again,
They must have formed from some combination of gases far
below the surface and this district was subsequently developed for
oil with most successful results. Perhaps this was the spot where
Shadrak, Meshak and Abednego went through their ordeal of
the burning fiery furnace.

Amongst the many inconveniences of Iraq, such as sandflies,
heat, dust, inoculations and restrictions resulting from indifferent
water, the plague season or cholera epidemic, perhaps the most
annoying was the Baghdad boil. It comes from the bite of a fly
and may choose any exposed portion of one's anatomy. I got one
on the point of my elbow and it remained an annoyance for as long
as eight months before It finally faded away, though the mark still
remains. An unfortunate English woman had one on the tip of
her nose, an appalling disfigurement, and a lasting blemish
difficult to conceal.

Harold Primrose commanded the armoured cars during my
time in Iraq, and on one occasion I went a long trip with him in
a Rails Royce in order to gain some Idea of their suitability for
operations on other than pure flat desert. We reached Sulaimania
in KujncHstan after some 300 miles' rough going which Included the
passage of two passes, Bazian and Tasluja, the latter at an altitude
of 3,000 feet. -
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